CLAIM AMENDMENTS 


1-3 2 (Canceled.) 

33 . (Currently Amended) 

A system for fastening at least two pan el-s- a firs t and 
a second panel together, said system comprising: 

at least one pair of oppositely disposed retaining 
profiles arranged at the edges of a the first panel, and at 
least one pair of oppositely disposed retaining profiles 
arranged at the edges of a the second panel, wherein 
mutually oppositely disposed retaining profiles on said 
first panel complement each other such that said second 
panel, having similar retaining profiles, can be fastened 
to said first panel; 

said oppositely disposed retaining profiles having 
complementary hook elements that can be hooked one into the 
other, said complementary hook elements comprising: 

a first hook projection connected to the first 
panel by a first leg on an upper portion of the edge 
of said first panel, said first hook projection having 
an inclined retaining surface, such that said first 
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hook projection is reduced from ito a free end of said 
first hook projecti on towards the first leg; and 

a second hook projection connected to the second 
panel by a second leg on a lower portion of the edge 
of said second panel, said second hook projection 
having an inclined retaining surface, such that said 
second hook projection is reduced from i^fc-s a free end 
of s aid second hook projection towards the second leg, 
wherein 

in an assembled condition the inclined retaining 
surface of the first hook projection on said first 
panel bears against the retaining surface of the 
e- omp l emo n tary second hook projection of the second 
panel to hold said panels first and second panel 
against each other so as to afford a gap-free floor 
surface; and 

the seco nd hook projection connected to the 
secon d panel by the second leg on the lower portion of 
the edge of the -f-ir-st second panel bears against the 
first leg connected to the first panel at the upper 
portion of the sec ond f irst panel; and 
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a space is provided between said first hook 
projection connected to the first panel by the fi rst 
leg on the upper portion of the edge of the se. jj^- 
first panel and the second leg connected to the se cond 
panel at the lower portion of the #ir-£rfe s econd panel. 

34. (Currently Amended) 

The fastening system according to claim 33 wherein a 

- first — r etaining — pr-eM-ie — of — the — at l east — e-n-e — pair — &# 

op poo h tely--dars-pe ocd r -e^l^i-naa^g-^^-e^l-ijre^ — e omp r i& e&f- 

a — first — hook - el omen t — f-ermed — fr o m the first leg, said 
first leg projecting approximately perpendicularly from the 
edge of the first panel and w hich r s — a r ranged a t — th e u pper 
portion of the edge e-i ~-the--i3aiie : b — art-eh whercin - 

said first hook projection faces towards the underside 
of the first panel, and a — second — r etaini ng — p rofi l e — e-f — the 

art least eee pair ef oppositely disposed retaining 

profile s ■, — which — is — eppo- sit c — the — first retaining — profile, 
comp r rs-e-s-^- 

a Docond hook element - - formed from the second log, said 
second leg projecting approximately perpendicularly from 
the opposite edge of the se cond panel and which is arr ang ed 
at the lower portion -o f the edge of t he panel, and wherein 
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said second hook projection faces towards the top side 
of the second panel . 

35 . (Previously Presented) 

The fastening system according to claim 3 3 wherein the 
retaining surfaces of the hook projections engage each 
other such that complementary hook projections can be 
hooked one into the other only by elastic deformation. 

36. (Currently Amended) 

The fastening system according to claim 3 5 wherein a 
clearance is provided between the end of the second hook 
projection at the lower portion of the second panel and the 
edge of the first panel and the end of the first hook 
projection at the upper portion of the first panel in the 
assembled condition bears against the second panel at least 
in the region of the upper portion of the edge of the 
second panel . 
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37. (Previously Presented) 

The fastening system according to claim 3.3 wherein 
intermediate spaces provided with clearance in the 
assembled condition of two panels form adhesive pockets. 

38. (Previously Presented) 

The fastening system according to claim 3 3 wherein the 
panels substantially comprise an MDF, HDF , or chipboard 
material . 

39. (Currently Amended) 

A system for fastening at least t wo p a nels - a fi rst an d 

s econd panel together, said system comprising: 

at least one pair of oppositely disposed retaining 
profiles arranged at the edges of a the first panel, and 
at least one pair of oppositely disposed retaining profiles 
arranged at the edges of a the second panel, wherein 
mutually oppositely disposed retaining profiles on said 
first panel complement each other such that said second 
panel, having similar retaining profiles, can be fastened 
to said first panel; 
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said oppositely disposed retaining profiles having 
complementary hook elements that can be hooked one into the 
other, said complementary hook elements comprising : 

a first hook projection connected to the first 
panel by a first leg on an upper portion of the edge 
of said first panel, said first hook projection having 
an inclined retaining surface, such that said first 
hook projection is reduced from i-es a free end of said 
first h o ok projection towards the first leg; and 

a second hook projection connected to the s econd 
panel by a second leg on a lower portion of the edge 
of said s econd panel, said second hook projection 
having an inclined retaining surface, such that said 
second hook projection is reduced from irts a free end 
o f said sec ond hook projection towards the second leg, 
wherein 

in an assembled condition the retaining surface 
of the first hook projection on said first panel bears 
against the retaining surface of the complementary 
second hook projection of the second panel to hold 
sari-el- the firs t and se cond panels against each other so 
as to afford a gap-free floor surface; and 
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the first hook projection connected to the first 
panel by the first leg on the upper portion of the 
edge of the first panel bears against the second leg 
connected to the seco nd panel at the lower portion of 
the second panel; and 

a space is provided between the second hook 
projection connected to the second panel by the second 
leg on the lower portion of the edge of the second 
panel and the first leg connected to the first panel 
at the upper portion of the first panel. 

40. (Currently Amended) 

The fastening system according to claim 39 wherein a 

- Mrst r etaini ng — profil e &£ the at least ene — pair 

op positely disposed retaining profiles, — compris e s : 

a — f- irs t — h oo k — clement — form ed — from — the — firs t — leg, said 
first leg projecting approximately perpendicularly from the 
edge of the first panel and wh-ieh — i-s — arranged at — the upper 
portion o #~- the- edge of the pa nehi — and wherein 

said first hook projection faces towards the underside 
of the first panel, and 
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a — &eee«d — re taining — profile — e# — -the — at — least — ene — pair — e-f 
oppoaitoly — disposed retainin g — prof ilea , — which — i-s — opposite 
the fir st- retaining prof il e, — comprises : 

a— s econd hoo k- el e m en t — te rmed from t he — o ccond leefc- said 
second leg projecting approximately perpendicularly from 
the opposite edge of the se cond panel and which — i- s arr ang ed 
at th e -l ower port i on of the -e dge of the panel, — and wherein 

a second hook projection faces towards the top side of 
the s econd panel. 

41. (Previously Presented) 

The fastening system according to claim 39 wherein the 
retaining surfaces of the hook projections engage each 
other such that complementary hook projections can be 
hooked one into the other only by elastic deformation. 

42 . (Currently Amended) 

The fastening system according to claim 41 wherein a 
clearance is provided between the end of the second hook 
projection at the lower portion of the second panel and the 
edge of the first panel and the end of the first hook 
projection at the under portion of the first panel in the 
assembled condition bears against the second panel at least 
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in the region of the upper portion of the edge of the 
second panel . 

43 . (Previously Presented) 

The fastening system according to claim 3 9 wherein 
intermediate spaces provided with clearance in the 
assembled condition of two panels form adhesive pockets. 

44. (Previously Presented) 

The fastening system according to claim 3 9 wherein the 
panels substantially comprise an MDF, HDF , or chipboard 
material . 
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